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An ANECDOTE. 


MONG the many fingular opinions which fome have en- 
deavoured to etablith, and in which indeed they have 
themfelves firmly confided, not the leaft to be diftinguifhed js 
that of one Ifaac de la Peyreyre, of Bourdeaux. He is the 
author of a book entitled, * The Pre-Adamites ;’’ where he 
attempts to fhew that Adam is not the firit of men. He was 
always dreaming on this during his life, and died in its firmrbe- 
lief. -He would have been glad to have known that an ancient 
rabbin was fo much inclined towards his fyftem, that he has 
even ventured to reveal the name of the preceptor of Adam! 
But this rabbin (as Menage obferves) was a rabbin; and that 
is faying enough. 

Whea this book firlt made its appearance, it was condemned 
to be burnt by the hand of the common hangman. Menage 
has preferved a pretty bon mot of the Prince de Guemene, which 
pafled about the time this book made a noife. One Father 
Adam, a Jefuit, preached at St. Germain, before the Queen. 
The fermon was execrable; and being at the fame time 
very perfonal, was greatly difliked at Court. The Queen 
{poke concerning it to the Prince, and afked him his opinion. 
“© Madame,” he replied, “ I am a Pte-Adamite.”—“ What 
does that mean,” faid the Queen. “ It is, Madam,” the 
Prince wittily anfwered, “ that I did not think Father Adam 
to be the fir// of men.” 

Voltaire at Ferney had alfo Pere Adam, on whom he fre- 
quently played off this witticifm of the Prince; and thofe who 
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are acquainted with his creed, may believe that his obfervations 
on Father Adam were not alittle pungent. 

“The Pre-Adamites bring to my recollection two humorous 
lines of Prior in his Alma. 


«¢ And left I fhould be wearied, Madam, 
“¢ ‘To cut things fhort, come down to Adam.” 





AA ANECD O T.E. 


N an aétion lately brought by William Beckford againft his 
brother John Beckford, tried in the Court of King’s- 
Bench, a witnels, named Mary Smith, was crofs-examined by 
Mr. Mingay, and the following curious dialogue pafled be- 
tween them: * How many children had you before you were 
married?” Jam not obligedto aniwer you.” “ Had you 
achild by a black?” * Can you prove it?” ‘ What cos 
Jour was it??? “ Perhaps it was your’s, and if it was, I fhould 
think it fufficiently black.” ‘ How do you know any thing 
of this old gentleman’s affairs?” “ 1 lived with him ?” 
“ He was prettily befet ?” If you had been there, he would 
have been better befet ?”’—The action was grounded on John 
Beckford’s mifreprefenting his brother William to an uncle of 
their’s, and thereby procuring a will in favour of himfelf, and 
to the prejudice of William.—The cafe was not legally made 
out, and a verdict went for the defendant. 





The Hiftory of the Life of Baron Trenck. In which as 
introduced a paritcular Account of the extraordinary 
Suffertngs which he underwent by Command of the 
late King of Pruffia. 

[ Extra&ted from his own Narrative. ] 


(Continued from Page 112.) 


f New misfortune now befell me. When my work was 
“& within fix or feven feet of being accomplithed, an acci- 
dent happened that at once fruftrated all further attempts.— 
1 worked, as I have faid, under the foundation of the rampart 
near where the centinels ftood. could difencumber myfelf of 
my fetters, except my neck-collar, and its pendant chain 
This 
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This, as I worked, though it had been faftened, got loofe, and 
the clanking was heard by one of the centinels about fifteen 
feet from my dungeon. The officer was called, they laid their 
ears to the ground, and heard me as I went backward and for- 
ward to bring my earth bags. This was reported the next 
day, and the Major, who was my beft friend, with the Town- 
Major, and a fmith and mafon, entered my prifon, I was ter- 
rified. The Lieutenant, by a fign, gave me to underftand 
I was difcovered. An examination was begun, but the officers 
would not fee, and the fmith and mafon found every thing, as 
they thought, fafe. Had they examined my bed, they would 
have feen the ticking and fheets were gone. 

The Town-Major was a dull man, was perfuaded the thing 
was impoflible, and faid to the centinel, * Blockhead! You 
have heard fome mole under ground, and not Trenck. How, 
indeed, could it be, that he fhould work under ground at fuch a 
diftance from his dungeon ?”’ Here the fcrutiny ended. 

There was now no time for-delay. Had they altered their 
hour of coming, they muft have found me at work; but this, 
during ten years never happened, for the Governor and Town- 
Major werc ftupid men, and the others, withing me all fuccefs, 
were wilfully blind. Ina few days I could have broken out ; 
but, when ready, I was defirous to wait for the vifitation day of 
the man who had treated me fo tyrannically, Bruckhaufen, that 
his own negligence might beevident. But this man, though 
he wanted underftanding, did not want good fortune. He was 
il for fome time, and his duty devolved on K: . 

He recovered, and the vilitation being over, the doors were 
no fooner barred than I began my fuppofed laftdabour. I had 
only three feet farther to proceed, and it was no longer necef- 
fary I fhould bring out the fand, I having room enough to throw 
it behind me. What my anxiety was, what my exertions were, 
may well be imagined. My evil genius, however, had decreed 
that the fame centinel, who had heard me before, fhould be that 
day on guard. He was piqued, by vanity, to prove he was not 
the blockhead he had been called : he, therefore, again laid his 
ear to the ground, and again heard me burrowing. He called 
his comrade firft, next-the Major: he came, and heard me like- 
wile ; accordingly, they went without the palifadoes, and heard 
me working near tie door, at which place I was to break into 
the gailery. This door they immediately opened, entered the 
gallery with lanthorns, and waited’ to catch the hunted fox 
when unearthed, 
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Through the firft {mall breach I made, I perceived a light, 
and faw the heads of thofe who were expecting me, This 
w2s, indecd,a thunder ftroke!—I crept back, made my way 
through the fand I had caft behind me; and awaited my fate 
with fhuddering! 1 had ftill the prefence of mind to conceal 
my piftols, candles, paper, and fome money, under the floor, 
which I could remove.—T he money was difpofed of in various 
holes, well. concealed, alfo between the pannels of the doors ; 
and, under different cracks in the floor, I hid my fmall files and 
knives. 

Scarcely were thefe difpofed of before the doors refounded ; 
the floor was covered with fand and fand bags; my hand-cuffs, 
however, and the feparating bar, I had haftily refumed, that 
they might fuppofe I had worked with them on, which they 
were filly enough to credit, highly to my future advantage. 

_ Noman was more bufy on this occafion than the brutal and 
ftupid Bruckhaufen, who put many interrogatories, to which 
I.made no reply,-except afluring him that I fhould have com- 
pleted my work fome days fooner, had it not been his good for- 
tune to fall fick, and that this only had been the caufe of my 
failure. é; 

The man: was abfolutely terrified with apprehenfion : he 
began to fear me, grew more polite, and even fuppofed nothing 
was impoflible to me. 

It was too late to remove the fand ; therefore, the Lieutenant 
and guard continued with me, fo that this night, at leaft, 1 did 
not want company. When the morning came, the hole was 
firft filled and walled up; the planking was renewed, ‘The 
tyrant Borck was ill, and could not come, otherwife my treat- 
ment would have been {till more lamentable. ‘The fmiths had. 
ended before the evening, and the irons were heavier than ever, 
The foot chains, inftead of being faltened as before, were 
ferewed and rivetted; all things elfe remained as formerly.— 
‘They. were employed in the Agoring till the next day, fo that 
{ could not fleep, and at laft I fank down with wearinefs, 

The greateit of my misfortunes was, they again deprived: 
me of niy bed, becaute I had cut it up for fand bags. Before. 
the doors were barred, Bruckhaufen, and another Major, exa- 
thined my body very narrowly, 

Among) other cruelties, by order of the favage General 
Krufemarck, in order to prevent my: fleeping, the centinels 
were directed to call and:wake me.every.quarter of an hour, 
which was accordingly executed. Soon after, however, the 
favage Borck became infane, and the humane ae 
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lone] Reichmann was appointed Sub-Governor in his ftead.—~ 
Inconfequence of this I obtained feveral indulgences, and my 
fufferings were confiderably Icfiened. I amuied myfelf with 
carving on pewter cups, which were fold dear as rare curiofities, 
and are to be found in various mufeums throughout Europe. 

Some time after this new officers were appointed, whom I foon 
gained, and madea new attempt at mining my way out. Not 
wanting for implements, my chains and the flooring were foon 
cut through, and all was fo carefully replaced I was under no 
fear of examination. I here found my concealed money, 
piftols, and other neceflaries; but, till I had rid myfelf of fome 
hundred weight of fand, it was impoffible to proceed, For 
this purpofe I made two different openings in the floor : Out 
of the real hole I threw a great quantity of fand into my prifon 5 3 
after which I clofed it with all poffible care. I then worked at 
the fecond with fo much noife that I was certain they muft hear 
me without. About midnight the dvors began to thunder, and 
in they came, detecting me, as | intended they fhould. None 
of them could conceive why I fhould wifh to break out under 
the door, where there was a triple guardto pafs. ‘Ihe centinels 
remzined, and, in the morning, prifoners were fent to wheel 
away the fand. The whole was walled up and boarded, and 
my fetters were renewed. ‘They laughed at the ridiculoufnefs 
of my undertaking, but punifhed me by depriving me of my 
light and bed, which, however, in a fortnight, were both re- 
ftored, Of the other hole, out of which moft.of the earth 
had been thrown, no one was aware. ‘The Major and 
Lieutenant were toomuch my fricnds to remark that they had 
removed thrice the quantity of fand the falfe opening could 
contain, “They fuppofe d, this ftrange attempt having failed, 
it would be my laft, and Bruckhaufen ¢ grew negiigent. 

The Governor and Sub-Governor both vifited me, after fome 
weeks ; but, far from imitating the brutality of Borck, the 
Landgrave {poke to me with great mildnefs, promiied me his 
intereft to regain my freedom, when the peace fhould becon« 
cluded; told me I had more friends than I might fuppofe, and 
afflured me I had not been quite forgotten by the Court of 
Vienna. ‘The manner ia which [ aniwered him moved him to 
the foul: In vain he endeavoured to hide his tears, while I, in 
a moment of exquifite fenfibility, fell at his feet, rofe, and 
pleaded like Cicero, happy to have met with a Prince, whe 
thought and felt like a man. 

He promifed me cvery alleviation, and I gave him my word 
of honour J’ would never more attempt to eicape, while he ree 
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mained Governor. The manner in which I fpoke enforced 
conviction, and it was then that that he ordered my neck-collar 
to be taken off, my window to be unclofed, my doors every day 
to be left two hours open, a ftove, which I might light myfelf 
to be put in my dungeon, finer linen for my thirts, and paper to 
amufe myfelf, by writing down my thoughts, The fheets of 
paper were to be numbered, when given, and when returned, 

by the Town-Major, that I might not abufe this liberty. 

Ink was not allowed me, 1 therefore pricked my finger, 
faffered the blood to trickle into a pot, and, when coagulated, 
warmed it again in my hand, throwing away the fibrous parts 
that would not liquefy; by this means, I procured afucceda- 
neum for ink, both to write and draw. 


(To be continued.) 





ROYAL DIVINITIES, 





E know that the firft Roman Emperors did not want 
flatterers; and that the adulations they fometimes la- 
vifhed were extravagant. But perhaps few know they were 
Iefs offenfive than the flatterers of the third age, under the 
Pagan, and of the fourth, under the Chriftian, Emperors. 
Thofe who are acqaainted with the character of the age of 
Auguftus, have only to throw their eyes on the one and the 
other code, to find an infinite number of paflages which had not 
been bearable in that ages For inftance ; here isa law of 
Arcadius and Honorius, publifhed in 404: 

Let the officers of the palace be warned to abftain from 
frequenting tumultuous meetings ; and that thofe, who, infti- 
gated by a facrilegious temerity, dare to oppofe the authority of 
our divinity, {hall be deprived of their employments, and their 
eftates confifcated—The letters they write are hsly, When 
the fons {peak of their fathers, itis—“ Their father of divine 
memory ;”—or, “ their divine father.” ‘They call their own 
laws oracles, and celefial oracles. So alfo their fubjeéts addrefs 
them by the titles of —“ your perpetuity—your eternity.’ And 





it appears, by a lawof ‘Theodore the Great, that the Emperors, 
at length, added this to their titles. It begins thus: * If any 
Magittrate, after having concluded a public work, puts his name 
rather than that of our Perpetuity, let him be judged guilty of 
hich treafon.” 
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SKETCHES and PORTRAITS from the LIFE: 
By Simon Tueopnrastus, Ef. 


Affeitation of Fafh hionable Accomplifh ments. 


USTICUS is one of the moft exemplary inftances, at 

prefent occurring to my imagination, of the ridicule, to 

which impotent pretenders to exotic excellence are perpetually 
expofed. 

Could any art of the pofture-mafter torture the limbs of 
Rufticus into a graceful attitude; could the frifeur de Paris, 
who difpofes, with h the moft fathionable negligence, his late un- 
tutored locks, give all erectnefs and eafe tothe pofture of the 
block he. fo elaborately decorates; and could the wath that 
banithes the fylvan brown from his once hardy cheek, compofe 
by a fimilar kind of magic,his gaping mouth and gossiing 
eyes to any approximation towards fymmetry, he might pais 
among the ladies for a beau of the firfi water ; for his clothes 
are made by the moft eminent gentleman-fathioner at ye welt 
end of the town, his linen is ornamented by a famous milliner 
in.the neighbourhood of Berkeley-fquare, and his imeiling- 
bottle is fupplied from that admirable repertory of Paphian dé- 
licacy and accomplifhment, the warehoule of the late celes 
brated Warren himfelf, 

But, alas ! the luftre of all thefe amiable endowments is 
fullied by the intrufion of certain inveterate habits, contraéted 
in the.early periods of. bis life; Rufticus having {pent the firft 
thirty years, after he broke loofe from the nuricry, in leaping 
five-bar gates, running ‘his own horfes on the courfe, and 
revelling, with drunken vociferation, among his tenants and 
hoftlers, in the little obfcure village, where his brilliant talents 
fo lang lay buried and unknown, 

The mixture of natural roughnefs and affe&ed effeminacy 
infuch a character, may naturally be expected to produce a 
highly-finifhed portrait of the grotefque, both in manners and 
appearance: Nor is italittle entertaining, to the lovers of the 
ridiculous, to hear him mix the foftly-minced ejaculations of 
demme bore! perfec? twaddle ! with vociferated oaths that would 
do equal credit toa gamii og table, in St. James’s-{treet, ora 
cellar in Broad St. Giles’ 3 or to obferve him, after having 
exhaufted his. whole vocabulary of new-fangled compliments, 
fall into a profound ficep in the gay aflemtly of youthful beauty, 
aud ita; sate the courfe of an hour or two, from retrofpective 
Vilions with the huauman’s victorious halloo, 
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In fhort, Rufticus, by-birth, parentage, and education was 2 
country Efquire ; and being heir to the greateft family in the 
neighbourhood where he refided, he foon became (like others 
whom the defects of human.inftitution have elevated above the 
focial circle of equal friendfhip) intoxicated by implicit fub- 
:miffion and ftupefied-by timid adulation; and. was perfuaded, 
even from his: childhood, by.dependant aflociates, that hisam- 
bition of excelling in whatever he fhould undertake was attain- 
able without either time or effort. 

While he continued in the country, he was therefore univer- 
dally reputed, by all who delivered their opinions in his prefence, 
the perfect pattern of excellence in all the exploits and paftimes 
of the rural fcene. It is not therefore to be wondered at, that, 
after fo iongacareer-of unrivalled pre-eminence, in regions 
where no farther laurels were to be obtained, ‘-he fhould, when 
2 journey to London prefented a nobler theatre-for his ambition, 
xefolve, for the, future, to fhine in the great world; and having 
from his youth been the beft fportfman in the field, fhould de~ 
termine at the age of five-and-forty to be the fineft gentleman 
in “ the circle.” And though he did not receive quite fo 
amany compliments upon his excellence in this particular,.as he 
had been ufed to on former occafions, he attributed this partly 
to envy of his fuperior parts, and partly to the different manners 
of the beau monde: Certain modcit exclamations of compli- 
mented beautics, having Jed him to fuppofe that praife not un- 
frequently wounded the fine feelings of thofe to whom it. was ad« 
drefled, and _was, confequently, often withheld through: the fear 
of giving offence. 

It. is truce, the frequent accidents of. tumbling aver chairs 
and tables, as his eager politencfs hurried him forward to > pick 
up ahandkerchief, or.a fan; his tearing the {weeping trains of 
the ladies, as he handed them from room to room, and now ‘and 
then tripping them up, ashe led them gown the fteps to their 
carriages, and fuch like trifling difafters, .would fometimes a 
little difconcert him: But he confidered thefe things - 96 yr 
avoidable confequences of active-gallantry, and:thought that if 
others were lefs frequently expofed to them, it was only becaufe 
they were lefs attentive to the fair, and confequently -lefs 
brilliant ornaments of the fathionable circle than bimfelf, 

But the affectation of Rufticus is only fecond hand. His 
journey to London was a mere accident; and, but for other 
accidents, he might perhaps have attached himfclf to fome 
more fuitable object of ambition. It may not therefore be im- 
proper 
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proper to give a flight {ketch of the characters of his friends 
and tutors, Mercator, and Sir Latitat Finical. 

Mercator was a youth of fome genius and expectation, but 
by a ftrange perverlenefs of difpolition, notwithftanding the 
extreme natural ftiffnefs of his limbs, he had acquired an early 
attachment tothe moft finical andeffeminate finery; fo that, 
while yet a boy, he would exhauft every expedient of a fertile 
invention to procure a laced waiftcoat, or the moft forpith toy 5 
would dangle a watch-ftring, with brafs feals, from each fob, at 
atime when the frugal care of his parents would not permit 
him to wear a watch in either ; and would ftrutin a fine pair 
of fecond-hand pink filk breeches, and a light blue coat, with 
all the formal dignity of—a foldier upon the parade. 

As his father was a city attorney, his intercourfe with the 
office, and the profeflion, did not fail to increafe the ftiffnefs 
of ano very graceful form; and it was obfervable by all, that 
his awkward affectation of vivacity, and his attachment to ex 
travagant finery, increafed in exact proportion as he thus became 
more and more difqualified to difplay them. 

As Mercator advanced in life, he began to fhew fome fym- 
toms of genius, and {till ftronger ones of an internal con- 
viction of almoft fuperlative talents ; and he therefore, not- 
withftanding his love of finery, began to turn his thoughts to 
the clerical profeffion, as beft calculated for the difplay of his 
parts. But parental authority, to which, with all his pride and 
vanity, he was the moft timid flave, thwarted his inclination 5 
and he was doomed to gnaw his heart with fecret indignation, 
in a ftarch manufactory, equally fatal to his ambition of finery 
and fame. 

The death of his father, before he was out of his time, 
feemed to offer him an opportunity of purfuing his own in- 
clinations ; But he had always difplayed fymptoms of fome 
traits of his father’s economzcal dilpofition, and having now feen 
fo much of the advantages of the traffic in which he was en- 
gaged, he found himfelf greatly attached, if not to the trade, at 
leaft to the emoluments of ftarch-making. He therefore 
formed the defign of reconciling literature, finery, and trade 3 
and having taken a manufactory, he began to put his tripartite 
{cheme into execution. 

It was now no uncommon thing to fee Mercator writing 
fermons‘in his counting-houfe ; and he always, while bufied 
among his men, in the midft of ftarch-duft and potatoe-flour, 
made his appearance in a complete fuit of black, that he might 
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look like a profeffional man, and not be taken for a comnont 
tradefman, 

This fober gravity of appearance, could, however, by no 
means fatisfy him, when he was to go abroad among company 
or to places of public amufement ; neither of which feemed to 
have any attractions, any farther than as they gave him an op- 
portunity of difplaying his {weet perfon, arrayed with more 
finery, acd therefore, according to his ideas, with more eles 

gance, than any individual pref ent. He would therefore {port 
himfelf occafionally in the fide boxes of the theatre, in all the 
glowing varieties of the rainbow, with a full yard of cambric in 
his frill and ruffles, and, according to the culinary fimile of the 
jaugh-loving Collins, 
“ Truis’d up as tight as a rabbit for the fpit, Sir ;” 


nor would he mifs, for all the world, the opportufiity of ftrutting 
like a turkey-cock, in the T emple-gardens, with fo immenfe 
a protuberance underneath his throat as rendered it impoffible 
for him to look either to the right or to the left, without turn- 
ing his whole body; which indeed he would frequently. do 
with all the alert formality of a new-oiled weather-cock. 

In thefe perambulati ons, Mercator was always particularly 
careful that his elegant figure thould not efcape that univerfal 
obfervation, which he was convinced it could not attract with- 
out being univerfally admired. He therefore never failed to 
follow the example of certain ancient philofophers, who initead 
of delivering their lectures in the fedentary confines of their 
tchool, b lended mental inftru€tion with the wholefome exercife 
of the limbs, and explained their fublime aphorifms in the ree 
frefhing groves of Academus. In fhort, even in the gay 
buftle of popular refort, Mercator would feize the fleeting 
moment as it pafled, and, with inftructive vociferation, dilate 
on the advantages of drefs, and the conveniences of fafhionable 
elegance; not omitting, with digreflive indignation, to pour 
out occafional invectives againft “ thofe rafcally fatirifts and 
villainous dramatic poets, whotake it into their heads to divert 
their auditors at the expence of city wits, and mercantile beaux; 
though it was well known (as he never loft the opportunity of 
aflerting) that “ a city tradefman, when full drejJed looked as 
nuch like a gentleman as any man of fathion of them all.” 

Such was the character, in whole houfe Rufticus was firft 
entertained on his arrival in London, and from whom he caught 
the ambition of fhini:.g in the falhgenable world. But as the 
nevice had more time upon his hands than the fuppricd adept, 
he 
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he foon, in the gay circles of courtly diffipation, met witha 
better tutor, who taught him to defpife ‘ the oriental Goths,” 
as he called the whole race of inhabitants eaftward of Tem- 
ple-bar, and to form himfelf upon better models. 

This was no other than Sir Latitat Finical, formerly an at 
torney’s clerk—of the jargon of which fituation he ftill re- 
tained noinconfiderable fhare—but who having unexpectedl 
jumped into a large eftate, and a Baronet’s title, had fuddenly, 
in defpite of nature and education, commenced fine gentleman, 


‘and become diftinguifhed as the greateft fop exifting. 


Sir Latitat Finical is a perfect mafs of affectation ; or, to 
fpeak with Johnfonian energy, @ conglomerated conftellation of 


Heterogeneous tortucfities. 


He has a back like that of “. Therfites ;” his right leg, 
fhorter by I know not how much than his left, puts one in 
mind of Le Sage’s “ Devil upon Two Sticks ; and his face, 
with the addition of a {mall pair of {quinting grey eyes, pre 
fents an excellent perfonification of Churchill’s defcription of 
famine. Yet he iets up for a man of intrigue, ogles every 


_pretty girl he pafles; and, to fay the truth, feldom fails of being 


rewarded with a {mile : This agreeable diftortion, it is true, 
is generally accompanied by a fort of nafal curve, which 


.fqueamih perfons might, perhaps, conceive to derogate in fome 


degree from its value; but which moftly pafles unobferved by 
Sir Latitat—probably by means of. that defect of fight, which 
we fhall, hereafter, have further occafion to mention, 

The firft ambition of our hero, after his unexpected ace 
quifition of fortune, was to make a figure on the Parade; and 
he abfolutely employed an agent to purchafe him a commiffion 
in the guards. But the mifts which obicured this perfonal defeét 
from his own eyes, had unfortunately no. kind of. influence on 
the optics of others ; fo that he was obliged to relinquifh his 


‘ defigns, and confole himfelf with fhining in another {phere. 


He therefore refolved, as envy would not permit him to be the 
fineft gentleman on the Parade, that he would {port the moft 
elegant figure in Rotten-row; and accordingly,from the aerial 
height of a new-conftructed phaeton he began to charm, almoft 
diurnally, the admiring eyes of all beholders; taking care that 
his drefs, which was always a ftep or two beyond the very 
extravanganza of the fafhion, fhould not difgrace the elegance 
of his vehicle. 

This ambition, it is true, was frequently attended with fome 
flight inconveniences, fuch as the diflocation of the limbs of 
thofe, who afpired to the dangerous honour of fharing his 
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triumphs, the breaking and overfetting the carriages of others, 
againit which he was continually running, and the more than 
once overturning his own, at the no fmall hazard of his neck. 

But Sir Latitat, though one of the weakeft children of 
fickly affe@ation ; though his nerves would be agitated, almoft 
to hyfterics, at the fight of a fpider; and a fnake, or a toad, 
lying in his way, would infallibly throw him into convulfions, 
was yet not to be deterred from following up his dangerous re-~ 
folution of being famous as a charioteer ; and though fo fhort- 
fighted, that when his arm was ftretched: out, he could not fee 
the ends of his own fingers, he perfifted in wielding the long 
Jafh, and managing fix horfes in hand. 

To complete the character of Sir Latitat Finical—with the 
voice of a raven, the melancholy of a Jove-fick girl, and the 
dulnefs of an owl, he pretends to be a wit, a humorift, anda 
finger ; interrupts a ferious converfation, by croaking forth a 
verte of alove ditty, without attention to either notes or time ; 
entertains aman of genius with jefts from Joe Millar ; and 
when roufed from lethargic melancholy, by the reverberation of 
his own fighs, fets up a horfe laugh ; to the no {mall aftonifh- 
ment of the company, whofe pardon he never fails to beg, ob- 
ferving that nature has opprefled him with fuch a redundant 
flow of animal fpirits, that he fears his extreme vivacity muft be 
troublefome to them. 

Such are the charaéters of Rufticus, Mercator, and Sir 
Latitat Finical; three ftrong examples of the ridicule which 
will always attach itfelf to perfons, who not confidering what 
attainments nature and education have qualified them for, en= 
deavour to fhine by conceit and affectation. 





The Hiftory and Charatter of the celebrated Genera} 
Wafhingion. 


[From Dr. Stearns’s American Oracle. ] 


ENERAL WASHINGTON was born February 11, 

O. S. 1732, in the parifh of Wafhington, in Weft- 
moreland county, in Virginia. His anceftors were from Eng- 
Jand, as long ago as 1657. He had his education principally 
from a private tutor; learnt fome Latin, and the art of furvey- 
ing. When he was fifteen ycars of age, he enteredas a Mids 
fhipman on board a Britifh veffel of war, that was ftationed on 
the 
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the coat of Virginia; but the plan was abandoned, on account 

of the reluctance his mother had againft it. 

He was appointed a Major of a regiment before he was 
twenty years old ; and as the French had made encroachments 
on the Englith fettlements, he was fent in 1753, by Lieutenant- 
Governor Dinwiddie, then Commander of the Province, to 
treat withthe French and Indians, and: to warn them again 
making encroachments, &c. He performed.the duties of his 
miflion with fidelity. 

In 1754 the colony of Virginia raifed a regiment for its 
defence, which was put under the commaad of Colonel Fry, 
and Major Wafhington was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the fame ; but the Colonel died that fummer, without join- 
ing the regiment, and the command fell to the Licutenante 
Colonel. 

After forming his regiment, eftablifhing magazines, opening 
roads, and fundry marches, he built atemporary ftockade, at a 
place called the Great Meadows; and though his forces did not 
amount to four hundred effective men, he fallied out and defeated 
a number of the enemy, who were coming to reconnoitre his 
pot ; but on his return was attacked by an army about 1500 
ftrong ; and after a gallant defence, in which more than one 
third of his men were killed and wounded, he was obliged to 
capitulate. The garrifon marched out with the honours of 
war, but were plundered by the Indians, in violation of the 
articles of capitulation, After this,the remains of his regi- 
ment returned to Alexandria, in Virginia, to be recruited, &c. 

In 1755, ** As no officer who did not immediately derive 
his commiffion from the King could command one who did,” 
Colonel Wathington relinquifhed his regiment, and went as an 
extra-aid-de-camp into the family of General Braddock, who 
was fent to drive the French, &c. from the borders of the Eng 
lith fettlements. 

The General was afterwards killed at the battle of Monon- 
gahela, and his army defeated, where Colonel Wathington.dif- 
played his abilities in covering a retreat, and faving the remains 
of the army. ' 

Afterwards the fupreme authority of Virginia gave hima 
new and extenfive commiffion, whereby he was appointed 
Commander of all the troops raifed, andto be raifed, in that 
colony. 

He behaved as a good officer in defending the frontiers 
againft the enemy, and in 1758 he commanded the vax brigade 
ot General Forbes’s army, inthe capture of Fort du Queine,s 
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and by his prudent conduct, the tranquillity of the frontiers of 
the middle colonies was reftored. But he refigned his military 
appointment in 1759, by reafon of his being ill of a pulmonic 
complaint. 

As his health was afterwards gradually reftored, he married a 
Mrs. Cuis, who was born the fame year thathe was. She was a 
handfome and an amiable young widow, poffefled of anample 
jointure; and he fettled as a planter and a farmer on the eftate 
where he now refides, in Fairfax county. . After fome years he 
gave-up planting tobacco, and went altogether into the farming 
dofinefs, He has raifed 7000 buthels of wheat, and 10,000 of 
Indian corn in one year. His domeftic plantation contains 
about 9000 ‘acres; and he poffefles large quantities. of ex- 
cellent lands in feveral other counties. 

He thus fpent his time in cultivating the arts of peace, but 
was conitantly a member of the aflembly, a magiftrate of his 
county, anda judge of the court. In 1774 he was electeda 
delegate to the firft Congrefs,and was chofen again in 17755 
the fame year he was appointed by Congreis, Commander-ia 
Chief of the forces-of the United Colonies. 

His conduct as a General is fo well known, that it is need- 
Jefs for me to fay much upon the fubject. He went through 
many hardfhips, perils, and dangers, and conducted his military 
operations with fuch great fkill, that at laft a peace commenced 
in 1783, whereby thirteen of the American colonies were 
eftablifhed as fovereign and independent ftates. 

Afterwards he refigned his commiffion to Congrefs, and re~ 
tired to his plantation in Virginia. 

Some time after the peace commenced, he receiveda diploma 
from the Univerfity at Cambridge, in the commonwealth of 
Maffachufett’s, conftituting hima door of laws. 


He is very regular, temperate, and induftrious ; rifes in — 


winter and fummer at the dawn of the day ; generally reads or 
writes fome time before breakfaft ; breakfaits about feven 
o’clock on three {mall Indian hoe cakes, and as many dithes of 
tea, and often rides immediately to his different farms, and re- 
mains with his labourers till a little after two o’clock, then re- 
turns and drefles. At three he dines, commonly on a fingle 
difh, and drinks from half a pint to a pint of Madeira wine. 
This, with one fmall glafs of punch, a draught.of beer, and 
two difhes of tea (which he takes half an hour before the fett- 
ing of the fun), conftitutes his whole iuftenance until the next 
day. But his table is always furnifhed with elegance and 


exuberance ; and whether he has company or not, he remains 
at 
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at the table an hour in familiar converfation, when every one 
prefent is called upon to give fome abfent friend as a toaft. 

His temper is of a ferious caft, and his countenance carries 
the impreffion of thoughtfulnefs; yet he perfectly relifhes a 
pleafant ftory, an unaffected fally of wit, ora burlefque def- 
cription, which furprifes by its fuddennefs and incongruity, with 
the ordinary appearance of the object defcribed. After he 
has dined he applies himfelf to hufinets, and about nine retires 
to reft; but when he has company he attends politely upon 
them till they with to withdraw. 

His family confifts of eight perfons, but he has no children. 
He keeps a pack of hounds, and in feafon goes a hunting once 
ina week, incompany with fome of the gentlemen of Alex 
andria, 

Agriculture is his favourite employment. He makes ob-~ 
fervations concerning the produce of his lands, and endeavours 
to throw light upon the farmer’s bufinefs. 

Linen and woollen cloths are manufactured under his roof, 
and order and economy are eftablifhed in all his departments, 
both within and without doors. 

In 1787 he was chofen prefident of the federal convention 
that met at Philadelphia, and framed the new conftitution ; and 
fince that time, he has been chofen Prefident of Congrefs, and 
has a falary of twenty-five thoufand dollars per annum. 

Some have pretended that he is a native of England; butI 
underitand that he never was in Europe. 





REFLECTIONS on the FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


[From Bifhop Watfon’s Charge to the Clergy of the Diocefe of 
Landaf,, in June 1791. } 


Revolution, as to the mode of its accomplifhment, un- 
paralleled in the annals of the world, has taken place 5 

or, to {peak more properly, is now taking place in the civil and 
religious conftitution of one of the greateit kingdoms in 
Europe. I deliver no opinion of cenfure or approbation on the 
fupporters or oppofers of this revolution: It would be unfea- 
fonable to do it in this place, even if I was perfectly acquainted 
with all tae caufes and occafions which have produced it; and 
it would be improper for me to do it in any place ; becaufe, 
however well intormed other men may think themfelves to be 
on this fubject, 1 profefs that my knowledge of the internal 
government 

























——— _ 



















a44 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


government of France, of the ftate of parties in it, of the 
temper of the people, of the finances of the country, and of 
the other circumftances which have given rife to this political 
phenomenon, is not fuch as to enable me to pafs a decided 
judgment on the utility or inexpediency of the meafure, Asa 
friend to civil freedom, which confifts not in democratic licenti- 
oufnefs, but in obedience to laws enacted by the general 
fuffrage of a free people, I cannot but rejoice in the emancipa- 
tion of the French nation from the tyranny of regal defpotifm : 
But, detefting the defpotifm both of popular and ariftocratic 
demagogues, {till more than that of individual monarchs, my 
rejoicing is held back, left that emancipation fhould be more 
apparent than real. I truft, however, it will in its effects be 
real: For, whatever may be the final iffue of this wonderful 
ftruggle, 1am induced to think that the French will obtain 
three things—a trial by jury—an Habeas Corpus aét—and an 
incorrupt adminiftration of public juftice—Bleffings thefe of 
ineftimable value ! which were not till lately fo much as heard 
of in France; which conftitute the felicity of Great-Britain; 
and in the enjoyment of which it is our duty, as men, to with 
all nations to participate. There may be fome things in our 
civil, and fome in our ecclefiaftical conftitution, which call for 
a temperate reform; but ftill we are a happy people, anddo 
well to be jealous of any violent attempts to amend either.— 
But omitting the confideration of the civil ftate of France ; 
I will advert to the change which has been effected in its 
ecclefiaftical conftitution, and which was the only reafon for my 
making any mention at all of a revolution, which has fo greatly 
excited the attention of Europe. 

[ Profeffions of attachment to our conftitution in church and 
ftate have been made by me on fo many occafions, that I think 
it needlefs to repeat themonthis. If any one, from the freedom 
with which I have been accuftomed to {peak of certain defects 
in both, fhould be difpofed to queftion the fincerity of thefe 
profeffions, nothing that I could fay would remove his prejudice 5 
I pray God to givehim a more charitable mind. I leave it, 
however, to impartial men to decide, whofe attachment to the 
conttitution is the greateft—that of him who labours to re 
move fuch rotten parts of the glorious fabric of civil and reli« 
gious freedom, as daily invite the attack of its enemies—or that 
of him who, not unconfcious of the danger, contents himfelf 
with thinking that it will not fall inhis time. May the wifdom 
of our rulers, {hewn as well by their moderation in removing 
what is unfound, as by their firmnefs in retaining what is whale, 
preferve 
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preferve this mighty edifice, the work of ages, and the envy of 
the world, from being levelled to the ground by the rude hand 
of popular difcontent, of fanatical zeal, or republican violence. ] 

None of you can have been fo incurious as not to have re- 
marked many alterations in the Gallican churchy which have 
been introduced into it by the decrees of the National Affem- 
bly. I hall content myielf with bringing to your recollection 
three of the chief. 

The firft refpeéts the diminution of the immenfe revenues 
of fome of the minifters of the church, and the augmentation 
of thefcanty ones of others. Confidering the different talents; 
natural and acquired, of different minifters ; the different 
degrees of minifterial capacity requifite for the due difcharge 
of the feveral offices exifting in an eftablifhed church ; and 
the utility of diftinétion and fubordination in fuch eftablith- 
ments; 1 cannot think that many reafonable men would be 
defirous of feeing all church preferments reduced to the fame 
level: But it may be wilhed by all, that not only in France; 
but in England, and in every part of Chriftendom, fuch a well 
apportioned provifion might be made for the clergy, that none of 
them might have fo much, as to render them inattentive to the 
difcharge of their refpective functions; none of them fo little; 
as to render an accumulation of benefices neceflary for the fup- 
portof anyone. The time, I think, will come, though I may 
not live to fee it, when a more equitable diftribution of the 
revenues of the church of England will be fettled ina quiet 
and legal way. Atprefent, pluralities and non-refidence are 
fuch a difgrace to our eftablifhment as all ferious men with to 
fee removed : They are, lam difpofed toown, neceflary evils, 
fpringing from the great number of appropriations and impro- 
ptiations which have taken place among us, by which fome 
thoufands of livings are become of {9 little value, as to be 
utterly inadequate to the decent maintenance of a clergyman ; 
and weall know how frequently the poverty of the minifter 
brings religion itfelf into contempt, with the rade and undif= 
ciplined part of mankind. The revenue of the church of Eng- 
land has been magnified, I apprehend, by many writersy much 
above the truth: I at leaft have no reafon to think that itis 
more than fufficient for making a proper provifion for all itg 
minifters, But without withing to fee all preferments of the 
fame valuc, I thall never ceafe to wifh, that no living inthe 
kingdom may be {o {mall, as to render it neceflary for any man 
tohavetwo. The church of France, notwithftanding what it 
has loft, is yet richer (if I'am rightly informed) abfolutely and 
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relatively than the church of England: Its abfolute revenue is 
faid to be about fix millions fterling ; that of the church of 
England falls much fhort of two. In France there are about 
twenty-four millions of inhabitants to be inftructed by their 
clergy ; in England about eight. 

The fuppreifion of monatteries in the Gallican church is 
another change meriting our approbation. Many perfons in 
the retirements of the cloyfter had, unqueftionably, their minds 
mortified to all worldly concerns, and lifted up to Heaven with 
the pious fervour of true devotion ; it would be want of charity 
to fuppofe otherwife: But it is no want of charity to fuppote 
that a perfons of both fexes were in early youth, and before 
they could form a due judgment of what would be for their 
future happinefs, immured in thofe living fepulchres, from fordid 
confiderations of family expediency. Monaftic inftitutions 
have never wanted their defenders; they are fuited to the 
gloomy apprehenfions of enthufiafts, and to the bafe views of 
hypocrites: They are not peculiar to Chriftianity; but where- 
ever they exift, they have for their main fupport either the 
credulity of ‘the vulgar, or the fuperftition of the opulent; and 
they will: be abolifhed in all countries, fooner or later, in pro- 
portion to the increafe of learning or the continuance of 
ignorance. 

A third change in the ecclefiaftical conftitution of France 
deferving our notice, is that complete toleration which it holds 
out toal] mankind in concerns of religion. If any one fhould 
think this to be a change in the civic, rather than in the ecclefia- 
ftical conftitution, I fhall not difpute with him about words ; 
but proceed toremark, that the alliance (as it has been called) 
between church and ftate is not in France tuppofed to be fo inti- 
mate, that danger muft be apprehended by the ftate, unlefs 
churchmen alone are eligible to all civil offices. Men who 
neither celebrate the ma{s, or pray tothe Virgin Mary, or in- 
vocate faints, or worfhip images, or practife auricular confeffion, 
or believe in tranfubftantiation, or fear the pains of purgatory, 
or conform either in faith or werfhip to the doctrines. and rites 
of the eftablifhed church—thefe men are not in France ex- 
cluded from the rights of citizenfhip, on account of their re~ 
ligious opinions, When we take an enlarged view of the na- 
ture of man, and of the different fituations in which not only 
different nations, but different individuals in the fame nation, 
are placed with refpect to- religious attainments, we mutt feel 
the neceflity of vindicating to- every individual of the human 
race the ablolute right of worfhipping God in his own way, 
without 
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without lofing on that account the benefits accruing from a 
ftate of civil fociety—Thou art a Chriftian, and believeft that 
Jefus Chrift was fent from God, and that there is no other 
name by which-men can be faved ;—go and profefs this thy be- 
lief at Pekin or Conftantinople, and being there {purned with 
contempt, and excluded from all civil truft and authority for 
not admitting the divine miffions of Confucius or Mahomet, 
think whether-thou wilt not-have reafon to accufe the ruling 


powers inthofe immeénfe empires of injuftice. If God Al- _ 


mighty thinks fittotolerate different religions in the world, 
fuited, there is reafon to believe, to the different intellectual 
and moral attainments of mankind, furely it becomes us to be 
kindly affeétioned toward 'thofe who, agreeing with us in all 
the fundameatak verities of the Chriftian religion, differ from 
us only in matters of little importance, 











N E W S:F Y L-E. 


Very curious circumftance will happen in about eight 
yearss When thefe countries adopted the Gregorian or 

New Style, in the year 1752, it was found neceflary to let eleven 
days elapfe, without having them reckoned in the calendar’; 
and even the holders of bills; promiffory notes, &c. were obliged 
to abide by the fame, and landlords alfo obliged to make the 
fame allowance totheirtenantry. The firftof January, 1800, 
agreeable.to this regulation, will not be reckoned in theca- 
Jendar, but the fecond be deemed the firft of the new year. 
The reafon of this is as follows;—The year is commonly 
calculated at 365 days, fix hours; every fourth year is called 
Leap-year, and has 366 days. But this is not critically exa@t; 
for the revolution of the earth, in its orbit round the fun, is 
perfotmed in 365 days, 5 hours, and about 48 minutes ; thus 
nearly 12 minutes lie over for deduction for each year, which 
at length muft amount to a day. There were fome hours 
lying over in the year 1752, which, with the minutes as already 


“mentioned, will make up a natural day in the year 1809. 


‘Thus the exact time of the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, as 
alfo midefunimer and mid-winter, will be preferved in calendars 
and almauacks, without changing the days of the months in 
the fame,.on which they fhall in future happen, At another 
{tated period the fame regulation will take place, and fo onto 
the end of time, 


8‘ , Aifwer, 
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Anfwer, by Fohn Dymock, Pupil to the Rev. Edward Fones, of 
Shaftefbury, to Fidelio’s Que/lion, inferted April 23. 


HE fum of the two fhorteft fides being 24, it is evident 
each muft be 12, otherwife the area could not be a 
maximum; and the hypothenufe is found to be 16.97, and 
the area = 72, as was required. 
*t{* We have received the like anfwer from W. Prin, of 
Mr. Whitcombe’s fchool, Plymouth; J. Whiteford, of Ply 
mouth; and W, Davies junior, of Kenwyn. 





Anfwer, by D. G. of Chard, to the Charade, inferted May 14. 


fear: my Brain your charade to find out, 
As I fat myfelf under a Tree; 

And asI confider’d it came to my thought, 

That BRAINTREE in Effex might be. 

+t Wehave received the like anfwer from J. Duckham, 

A. Apfey, and W. Brewer, of Taunton; T. W. of South 
Petherton; 5S. Hill, Dawlith; Sciolus, Briftol; H. Crofs, 
J. Rogers, and T. T.S. of Exeter; S. Shapton, Awlifcombe ; 
T. K. of Gulvall; T. Taylor, Bickington; W. Eddy, and 
P. Lyttleton, of Tywardreath; R. Salter, Bodmin; Amico 
Crewkernfienfis ; J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary; J. H. of Lyme; 
J. B. Chivers, and Alphonfo, of St. Auftell ; T. Scadding, of 
Wellington; T. Walker, Hemyock ; Eremita, Wefton Zoy- 
land; TI’. D. Crofs, Plympton; J. K. Coles, near Wells; 
and J. Collins, of Uffculm, 





fy 


Anfwer, by F. Rogers, of Exeter, to the Charade inferted May 2%, 


J IRE HEMLOCK is the herb that’s meant, 
Which to death’s fhades has many fent. 
++ We have received the like anfwer from T, W. of 
South Petherton; D.G. of Chard; J. Hounfel, of Chard 
academy; H. Crofs, Exeter; J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary; Fide- 
lio, Bath; S. Shapton, Awlifcombe; J.B. Chivers, and Al- 
phonfo, of St. Auftell; B. Hawkey, Creed; a youth of Ti- 
verton; TI. Taylor, Bickington; W. Eddy, and P. Lyttleton, 
Tywardreath; T. Scadding, and J. Ralph, of Wellington; 
. Fudge, Ruifhton; Eremita, Welton Zoyland; T. Walker, 
emyock ; John Spry, Wivelifcombe ; T. T.5S.and J. Col- 
lins, of Uffculm; ‘I. D. Crofs, Plympton; J. K. Coles, near 
Wells; W. Brewer, aad A. Apfey, Taunton; and T. Gill. 
Au 
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dn ENIGMA, by Furze Stub, of Long Maor. 


y* fons of focial mirth and glee, 
Caroufing o’er your flowing bowls, 
Attention pay for I am he 

That dwells among you jolly fouls, 


When eve’s grey mantle bids you reft, 
From hard induftry’s lab’ring oar, 
Weary, to me you come oppreis’d, 
To eafe the tirefome burtiien fore. 


But ’tis not eve nor morn alone, 
That my affilting aid you crave, 

Attending always, and am prone 
To be your moft obedient flave. 


In public rooms I join my friends, 
And brother-like I own my race, 
Where tipling fools their money fpend, 
And bring their credit in difgrace. 


Where choiceft dainties nice are feen 
Along the gorgeous tables plac’d ; 

Where men and maids gambol the green, 
Their company I often grace. 


Ufelefs, perhaps, you’d deem it now 
More uncouth verfes to compofe 5 
Suffice it only yet to fay, 
I with the Judge th’ affizes clofe. 


*,* We earneftly requeft our Correfpondents to be more careful 
to render the different Productions they fend correct, that we ma 
not be obliged to leave them out on Account of their Want of Me 
rit,—We would aljo caution the Writers of Enigmas, Rebuffes, 
Charades, Queftions, Sc. Se. againft fending any but fuch as are 
original, 

t*t 4 Corre/pondent informs us, that the Charade inferted the 
23d of Fuly is borrowed, and affirms that there is not a fingle 
Line in it that was really the Production of R. Dugger, who pre- 
tended to be the Author of it. 

§\| Lhe laf? Anfwer fent by F. R. Toulmin is erroneous. When 
be jends correct Anfwers we have no Objection to inferting them in 
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Lines on Earl Cornwallis’s late glorious Atchitvements in 
the Eaft Indies. 


He tibi erunt artes, pacique imponere morem, 
Parcere fubjeGis, et debellare fuperbas. 
; VIRGIL, 


LLUSTRIOUS VICTOR, whofe braye deeds demand 
The grateful pzans of a gen’rous land, 
Whofe acts of glory, claim fublimer lays, 
Than thofe the mufe with humbler ardour pays’; 
Yet whilft thofe lays, CORN WALLIS; chaunt thy name, 
Sacred they flow, to valour, worth, and fame. 


Whilft thy renown calls forth the mufe’s fong, 

Thy praife fhall dwell on Britain’s raptur’d tongue ; 
For who fo much deferves his country’s fmiles, 

As this fam’d chief, who long has brav’d the toils 

Of arduous war; who for his country’s weal, 
Plann’d, fought, and conquer’d, with a patriot’s zeal ; 
Whofe arms, and counfels, gain’d a glorious peace, 
And bade the defpot’s haughty menace ceafe ? 


’T 6 paint thofe fcenes where war’s dread tumults reign, 
‘The routed phalanx, and the crimfon plain, 
"The mufe forbears ; altho’ her tears defcend, 
When youth and courage meet an early end; 
?T is her’s to lead the hero from the field, 
And vei) thofe fights, which only borror yield ; 
To deck his brows the well-earn’d wreath prepare, 
- ‘This is her firft, and thisher fondeft care, 


But whilft fair viétory’s wreaths his labours crown, 
Amidft his foldiers hear his bright renown ; 

His troops he view’d with kind, parental love, 

And each brave deed he gloried to approve ; 


Soft’ning, 
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Soft’ning the hardfhips of each dreadful day, 
By mild commands, he taught them to obey. 


In vit’ry’s moment, not to mercy blind, 

An heaven-born pity touch’d the hero’s mind 5 
Compaffion {weet he greatly deign’d to fhow, 
And {corn’d bafe triumph o’er a proftrate foe ; 
Conquett, not blood, fhone forth’his darling aim, 
This was his path, his glorious path, to fame ; 
And the rude Indian in his mournful tale, 

Shall own both pow’r and pity did prevail. 


War’s long fatigues, thy toils, thy labours o’er, 
Return, great victor, to Britannia’s fhore ; 

Not now in fultry climes prolong thy ftay, 

Oh! winds propitious waft him on his way 3 
Return, great victor, to thy native ifle, 

Where thee awaits a King’s and kingdom’s {mile. 


WILLIAM FERNYHOUGH, @ 8, 
Stoke-upan-Trent, Staffordpire, Fuly 225 1792+ 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SUMMER: An Ope. 


EE, lovely {pring ! celeftial maid! 
Reluctantly refigns her charms ; 

And loth to quit the rural fhade, 

She finks in fummer’s fervid arms. 
While huth’d and ftill the filent breeze, 
*Nolonger whitpers ’mongft the trees, 

Or thro’ the twining branches play; 
Gay Flora’s:{miling train is fled, 
And nature droops her languid head, ti 

Amid the blaze of day. 


~~ 


See neighb’ring herds with {wifteft pace, 

Bound o’er the hills, and gain the thadé; 
Where folding branches form a place. ; 
Secure from foes which them invade, 

So bright Aurora in his car, 
Darting her fun-beams from afar, ef 
Affils the trav'ller on his way 5 
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Who feeks fome pleafant, cool retreat, 
Well-fhelter’d from the fcorching heat, 
And fhuns the noon-tide ray. 


But, ah! at eve, exhaling dews, 

Again revive their parent earth ; 
Nature refumes her wonted hues, 

And gives to joy and pleafure birth. 
Tis then the artlefs nymphs and fwainsy 
With nimble {peed trip o’er the plains, 

To join the wake and merry dance 5 
True pleafure beams in every face, 
And expeétation’s boding grace, 

Appears in every glarice, 


Tis now the fweetly new-mown hay, 
Diffufes odours through the grove; 
Where cooing turtles pafs the day, 
And blufhing maidens own they love. 
See in the farmer’s face a finile, 
All earthly cares at once beguile, 
While peace and plenty round him fhine ; 
He views the profpect with delight, 
That will his Jabours now requite, 
And praife the pow’r divine. 


Weookey Hole, Somerfet. 


j.K.C 





S O N N E T. 


ee not thy flowing hair of orient gold, 

Nor thofe bright eyes, like fapphire gems that glow, 
Nor cheek of bluthing rofe, nor breaft of fnow, 

The fickle paffions of the heart can hold. 

Thofe locks, too foon, fhall own a filv’ry ray, 
Thofe radiant orbs their magic fires forego; 

Infatiate time thall {natch thofe tints away, 
Warp thy fine form, and bend thy beauties low. 


Bat the rare virtues of thy polifh’d mind 
Shall mock the empty menace of decay ; 
The gem that, in thy {potlefs breaft enfhrin’d, 
Glows with the light of intellectual day ; 
Shall, like the brilliant, fcorn each borrow’d aid, 
And, deck’d with native luftre, never fade, 











